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In The Claims 

Please add new claims 44-78. 
1-15 (canceled). 

16 (previously presented). A method for enabling a proprietary or standardized 
medical system to utilize new storage technology, the medical system having a medical scanner 
that scans a patient and creates medical image data and a computer workstation coupled to the 
medical scanner for analyzing the medical image data, the workstation utilizing at least one of 
standardized and proprietary storage technologies, the method comprising: 

attaching a peripheral-type removable medium recording station to the medical system, 
the recording station having a first storage device capable of initially storing medical image data 
received from the medical system on a nonremovable storage medium and a second storage 
device capable of storing medical image data on a first removable storage medium; 

receiving at the recording station, medical image data transmitted in a first format from 
the computer workstation; 

storing the medical image data on the nonremovable storage medium; 
converting the medical image data to a second format; and 
storing the converted data on the first removable storage medium, 
wherein the first format and the nonremovable storage medium are compatible with the 
technologies implemented by the medical system, and at least one of the second format and the 
first removable storage medium reflects new storage technology. 

1 7 (previously presented). The method of claim 1 6 wherein the computer workstation 
is a digital imaging and communications in medicine compliant computer workstation. 
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18 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the computer workstation 
has a magneto-optical drive. 

19 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the first removable 
storage medium is a compact disk. 

20 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the first removable 
storage medium is a digital video disk. 

2 1 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the removable medium 
recording station has a third storage device, capable of reading medical image data from a second 
removable storage medium and used in conjunction with the second storage device to copy 
image data from the second removable medium to the first removable medium independently of 
the operation of the medical image system. 

22 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the converting of the 
medical image data for the subsequent storage on the first removable medium occurs when the 
storing of the medical image data exceeds a capacity threshold of the nonremovable storage 
medium. 

23 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 wherein the converting of the 
medical image data for subsequent storage on the first removable medium occurs in response to a 
measure of the utility of the image data stored on the nonremovable medium. 

24 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

removing the first removable medium from the removable medium recording station, and 
filing the first removable medium in a storage facility. 

25 (previously presented). The method of claim 24 wherein the removing and filing of 
the first removable medium is implemented using a removable medium juke box. 
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26 (previously presented). The method of claim 25 wherein the filing of the first 
removable medium comprises the labehng of the first removable medium with the pertinent 
patient information. 

27 (previously presented). The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

storing specialized image viewing software on the first removable medium to enable viewing of 
the converted image data by non-compliant workstations. 

28 (previously presented). The method of claim 27 wherein the specialized image 
viewing software enables DICOM compliance. 

29 (previously presented). A medical image processing network, comprising: 
a communications network; 

at least one medical scanner, coupled to said communications network, that scans a 
patient and creates medical image data; 

a computer workstation, coupled to the communication network and operative to store 
initially and to analyze the medical image data generated by the medical scanner, the computer 
workstation utilizing at least one of standardized and proprietary storage technologies; 

a server, coupled to the communications network, that stores medical image data received 
from the computer workstation in accordance with associated patient information; and, 

a removable medium recording station, coupled to said communications network, the 
removable medium recording station having a first storage device capable of initially storing 
medical image data received from said medical scanner on a nonremovable storage medium and 
a second storage device capable of storing data on a first removable storage medium; 
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wherein the first storage device is compatible with the technologies implemented 
by the computer workstation and the second storage device utilizes at least one of new storage 
format and new storage medium technologies. 

30 (previously presented). The network of claim 29 wherein the removable medium 
recording station has a third storage device, capable of reading medical image data from a second 
removable storage medium and used in conjunction with the second storage device to copy 
image data from the second removable medium to the first removable medium independently of 
the operations of the medical scanner and the computer workstation. 

3 1 (previously presented). The medical image processing network of claim 29, 
wherein the computer workstation is a digital imaging and communications in medicine 
compliant computer workstation. 

32 (previously presented). The medical image processing network of claim 29, 
wherein the computer workstation includes a magneto-optical drive. 

33 (previously presented). The medical image processing network of claim 29, 
wherein the removable medium recording station includes a compact disk. 

34 (previously presented). The medical image processing network of claim 29, 
wherein the removable medium recording station includes a digital video disk. 

35 (previously presented). A removable medium recording station, comprising: 

a communications facility for coupling the removable medium recording station to a 
medical image system, the medical image system utilizing one of proprietary and standard 
storage technologies and having a medical scanner that scans a patient and creates medical image 
data, and a computer workstation coupled to the medical scanner and operative to store initially 
and to analyze the medical image data created by the scanner, the communications facility 
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enabling the removable medium recording station to be coupled to the medical image system as a 
peripheral device; 

a first storage device capable of initially storing medical image data received in a first 
format from the medical system on a nonremovable storage medium; and, 

a second storage device capable of storing medical image data in a second format on a 
first removable storage medium; 

wherein the first format and the nonremovable storage medium are compatible with the 
storage technology implemented by the medical system, and at least one of the second format 
and the first removable storage medium reflects new storage technology. 

36 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the computer workstation is a digital imaging and communications in medicine 
compliant computer workstation. 

37 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the computer workstation has a magneto-optical drive. 

38 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the first removable storage medium is a compact disk drive. 

39 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the first removable storage medium is a digital video disk drive. 

40 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the removable medium recording station has a third storage device, capable of reading 
medical image data fi*om a second removable storage medium and used in conjunction with the 
second storage device to copy image data fi-om the second removable medium to the first 
removable medium independently of the operation of the medical image system. 
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41 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the medical image data is stored on the first removable medium when the medical image 
data stored on the nonremovable storage medium exceeds a capacity threshold of the 
nonremovable storage medium. 

42 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the medical image data is stored on the first removable medium in response to a measure 
of the utility of the image data stored on the nonremovable medium. 

43 (previously presented). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 
wherein the communications facility couples the removable medium recording station directly to 
a network port of the computer workstation. 

44 (new). The method of claim 16 wherein the medical image data is transmitted 
when a storage capacity threshold of a nonremovable storage medium of the computer 
workstation is exceeded. 

45 (new). The method of claim 16 wherein the medical image data is transmitted in 
response to a measure of the utility of the medical image data stored on a nonremovable storage 
medium of the computer workstation. 

46 (new). The method of claim 16 further comprising: 

associating with the first removable storage medium patient data corresponding to the 
medical image data stored on the first removable storage medium. 

47 (new). The method of claim 46 wherein an automated robotic archive station 
coupled to the removable medium recording station associates the patient data with the first 
removable storage medium. 
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48 (new). The method of claim 47 wherein the patient data is obtained from a 
hospital information system/radiology information system. 

49 (new). The method of claim 47 wherein the automated robotic archive station 
associates the patient data with the first removable medium by removing the first removable 
storage medium from the removable medium recording station and labeling the first removable 
storage medium with the patient data. 

50 (new). The method of claim 49 further comprising placing the labeled removable 
medium in a storage container. 

5 1 (new). The method of claim 50 wherein the automated robotic archive station 
comprises a removable medium juke box. 

52 (new). The method of claim 16 wherein the computer workstation is a standalone 
workstation including a third storage device capable of storing data on a second nonremovable 
storage medium and operative to initially store medical image data received from said medical 
scanner; and a fourth storage device capable of storing data on a removable storage medium of a 
first type, wherein the first type is different from the type of removable storage medium used 
with the second storage device of the removable medium recording station. 

53 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the medical image data received by the 
removable medium recording station comprises raw data and data processed by the computer 
workstation. 

54 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the medical image data is transmitted to 
the removable medium recording station when a storage capacity threshold of a nonremovable 
storage medium of the computer workstation is exceeded. 
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55 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the medical image data is transmitted to 
the removable medium recording station in response to a measure of the utility of the medical 
image data stored on a nonremovable medium of the computer workstation. 

56 (new). The network of claim 29 further comprising: 

an automated robotic archive station coupled to the removable medium recording station 
that associates with the first removable medium patient data corresponding to the image data 
stored on the first removable medium. 

57 (new). The network of claim 56 wherein the patient data is obtained from a 
hospital information system/radiology information system. 

58 (new). The network of claim 56 wherein the automated robotic archive station 
associates the patient data with the first removable medium by removing the first removable 
medium from the removable medium recording station and labeling the first removable medium 
with the patient data. 

59 (new). The network of claim 58 wherein the automated robotic archive station 
places the labeled removable medium in a storage container. 

60 (new). The network of claim 59 wherein the automated robotic archive station 
comprises a removable medium juke box. 

61 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein specialized image viewing software is 
stored on the first removable storage medium to enable viewing of the image data by non- 
compliant workstations. 

62 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the specialized image viewing software 
enables DICOM compliance. 
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63 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the computer workstation is a standalone 
workstation including a third storage device capable of storing data on a second nonremovable 
storage medium and operative to initially store medical image data received from said medical 
scanner; and a fourth storage device capable of storing data on a removable storage medium of a 
first type, wherein said first type is different from the type of removable storage medium used 
with the second storage device. 

64 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein medical 
image data is transmitted from the medical system for receipt by the removable medium 
recording station when a storage capacity threshold of a nonremovable storage medium of the 
computer workstation is exceeded. 

65 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein medical 
image data is transmitted from the medical system for receipt by the removable medium 
recording station in response to a measure of the utility of the medical image data stored on a 
nonremovable storage medium of the computer workstation. 

66 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein specialized 
image viewing software is stored on the first removable medium to enable viewing of the 
medical image data by non-compliant workstations. 

67 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 66 wherein the 
specialized image viewing software enables DICOM compliance. 

68 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein the 
computer workstation is a standalone workstation including a third storage device capable of 
storing data on a second nonremovable storage medium and operative to initially store medical 
image data received from said medical scanner; and a fourth storage device capable of storing 
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data on a removable storage medium of a first type, wherein the first type is different from the 
type of removable storage medium used with the second storage device of the removable 
medium recording station, 

69 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 40 wherein the 
removable medium recording station has a fourth storage device capable of writing the medical 
image data read from the second removable storage medium onto the first removable storage 
medium. 

70 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 69 wherein the 
removable medium recording station has a process means for controlling the process of copying 
medical image data from the second removable storage medium to the first removable storage 
medium. 

71 (new). The method of claim 16 wherein the medical image data received by the 
removable medium recording station comprises raw data and data processed by the computer 
workstation. 

72 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein the medical 
image data received by the removable medium recording station comprises raw data and data 
processed by the computer workstation. 

73(new). The method of claim 16 wherein the removable medium recording station 
performs as at least one of a service class provider and a service class user. 

74 (new). The method of claim 73 wherein the classes of service comprise at least 
one of storage, query/retrieve, print management, and patient data management. 

75 (new). The network of claim 29 wherein the removable medium recording station 
performs as at least one of a service class provider and a service class user. 
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76 (new). The network of claim 75 wherein the classes of service comprise at least 
one of storage, query/retrieve, print management, and patient data management. 

77 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 35 wherein the 
removable medium recording station performs as at least one of a service class provider and a 
service class user. 

78 (new). The removable medium recording station of claim 77 wherein the classes 
of service comprise at least one of storage, query/retrieve, print management, and patient data 
management. 
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